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Plant markers  Build

Bring charm to every corner of your garden and keep track of where you planted those 
precious seeds. The clay markers are perfect for flower beds and the vege patch, while 

the larger wooden discs add rustic flair to your fruit and berry garden. 

Words & Photos KLaudia Krupa 

Garden Markers

Step 1 Cut your branch into 1cm-thick discs.

Step 2 With a fine paintbrush, carefully paint the 
names of your plants onto each disc using the 
Resene Black testpot.

Step 3 Once the paint has dried, apply Resene 
Furniture and Decking Oil to both the front and 
back of each disc. Allow each side to dry.

Step 4 Drill two 5mm holes at the top of each disc, 

approximately 1cm apart and centred, as shown.

Step 5 Fix a length of bamboo at the back of 
each disc using a few dabs of hot glue. Thread 
twine through the drilled holes, creating a 
couple of loops (a large needle might come in 
handy), pull it tight, and tie it off at the back to 
secure it in place, as shown.

Step 6 Push each marker into the ground next to 
the plant or tree you want to label.

wOODEN mARKERS
Materials
•  30cm bamboo/sticks
•  Resene Furniture and 

Decking Oil
•  Resene testpot in 

Resene Black
•  Tree branch (approx. 

15cm in diameter – we 
used an old oak branch)

•  Twine

Tools
•  Drill with 5mm drill bit
•  Hot glue gun
•  Large needle
•  Paintbrushes
•  Saw

cLAY mARKERS
Materials
•  Oven bake clay
•  Resene Concrete Clear 

Waterborne Coating
•  Resene testpots (we 

used Resene Chelsea 
Cucumber, Citrus, 
Hyperactive, Java and 
Home Run) 

Tools
•  Alphabet embossers
•  Baking paper
•  Knife
•  Paintbrush
•  Rolling pin
•  Ruler
•  Sponge
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Step 1 Knead a handful of oven bake clay 
to soften it. 

Step 2 Place the softened clay on top of 
baking paper and roll it out until it is about 
5mm thick.

Step 3 Using a knife and a ruler, cut the 
clay into 1cm strips (or wide enough to 
accommodate your embossing stamps).

Step 4 Cut each of the strips into 
approximately 12cm lengths.

Step 5 Cut one end of each length into a 
point, as shown.

Step 6 Roll the excess clay into a ball and 

repeat steps 1–5 until you have as many 
markers as you need.

Step 7 Press the name of your veges, 
herbs or other plants into each marker. 
Start from the flat end applying just the 
right amount of pressure to emboss each 
letter about halfway through.

Step 8 Lay all your clay markers on a 
baking tray and bake them according to 
the package instructions.

Step 9 Once baked and cooled, grab a 
paintbrush and coat the front of each 
marker using your choice of Resene 
testpot colours. Make sure the paint 
seeps into each embossed letter.

Step 10 Use a sponge to immediately wipe 
off the excess paint, creating a lighter overall 
finish with darker lettering. Use the sponge 
to also lightly apply paint to all sides of the 
marker.

Step 11 After your paint has dried, apply a 
layer of Resene Concrete Clear Waterborne 
Coating to give your markers a glossy finish. 
Allow to dry.

Step 12 Pop your plant markers into the 
garden next to the specific plants or seeds 
you want to label.

For more on paints and stains, phone 0800 
Resene (0800 737 363) or visit your Resene 
ColorShop resene.co.nz/colorshops
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reliable, practical products
with a right of return on all machinery!

Est. 1993 • Full catalogue and price list online. 
PO Box 80, Tuakau 2342  
Ph 0800 14 48 65 or 09 236 9390

Fruit / vegetable 
cages plus anti-

butterfly cages to 
keep out birds and 
white butterflies

Polytunnels up to 4.87m wide

Solar-powered pond pumps

LPG weed burners

Trimmer Mower

World famous Mantis Tiller

Porous pipe

Save up 
to 70% 

on water 
usage 

You wait all year in anticipation…
And overnight your crop is gone
How many of us plant and 

tender to a crop, whether it 
be fruit like apples and pears or 
a crop in the vegetable garden 
like delicious strawberries, 
only to have possums, rabbits 
or birds nibble away at them? 
It might not be so bad if these 
unwanted guests decided to 
eat just one item in your prized 
crop, but they seldom do this, 
instead preferring to sample a 

bit of everything. You can muck 
around with hanging up all 
sorts of paraphernalia, but  
they seldom work for any 
length of time. 

The only real way to keep 
your crop for yourself is total 
exclusion of the vermin, but 
stretching bird netting over 
plants and then having to 
remove it to pick is tedious and 
time consuming. Would it not be 

so much better if you could walk 
into a vermin exclusion zone 
and pick at your leisure? Hunkin 
Garden Products have such a 
product with their UK - made 
fruit and vegetable cages.

Walk in aluminium fruit and 
vegetable cages are the most 
cost effective way to protect 
your crop. These cages feature 
25mm diameter non-rusting 
aluminium poles, heavy duty 

fruit cage side netting and high 
quality anti-bird fruit cage roof 
netting. The cages provide 2 
metres of working (and plant 
growing!) height and are 
supplied complete with a door, 
netting, clips, pegs, and ties 
along with a fully illustrated 
instruction booklet. 

So if you actually want to get 
to eat your crop this season 
install a fruit and vegetable cage 
- you will be amazed at just how 
much you have lost in the past 
to vermin.

For fruit cages and much more
Hunkin Garden  
PrOducTs LTd

Full catalogue and pricing at 
www.hunkin.co.nz
Ph 0800 14 48 65




