DIY with Resene

W

hat better way to enjoy a languid summer afternoon
than with a book and cushions in the garden – or
even better, on a swing bed, made with a wooden
pallet and freshly covered squab and cushions.

You will need
For the pallet · sturdy wooden pallet · saw, nails, hammer, drill
with 15mm drill bit · Resene Lumbersider waterborne low sheen
(approximately 1 litre) in a Resene paint colour of your choice
– I used Resene Timekeeper · Resene Wood Primer or Resene
TimberLock (optional).
For the wooden cross bar · 2 lengths of 50mm x 100mm timber
(when crossed, these need to match diagonal width of pallet)
· 150mm galvanised bolt, washer and nut · 4 large nails · 3 lengths
of 10mm rope (total length dependent on height of trees)
For the mattress · sponge mattress · cushions · fabric, sewing
machine, pins and scissors.

Repurpose an old pallet to make a luxurious garden swing.
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In the swing
of things

Step 1: Measure your mattress against the pallet and mark where
you need to cut the pallet down. Cut it to shape and reinforce any
edges with the wood offcuts. Drill a 15mm hole through each
corner of the pallet.
Step 2: Paint the pallet with Resene Lumbersider in a colour of
your choice. Resene Lumbersider is a tough, washable outdoor
paint. For maximum durability in exposed conditions, undercoat
first using Resene Wood Primer or Resene TimberLock. Or you
can choose to paint directly onto the wood. Allow to fully dry.
Step 3: Drill holes at the ends and centre of your 2 timber lengths.
Connect the timber lengths together with the bolt, washer and nut
to make cross bars.
Starting at the top of the pallet, thread one end of a rope
though the drilled corner of the pallet. Tie the end of the rope
off with a secure double knot.
Measure 3 metres from the top of the pallet and tie a slip
knot (insert a large nail into the middle of the knot to stop it from
slipping). This knot stops the cross bar from sliding down. Thread
the remaining length of rope through one end of the cross bar
and back through the hole in the top of the opposite end of that
same length of timber. Allow for enough slack in the rope for it to
be raised ½ metre above the crossbar. Tie another slip knot (using
a nail as before) in the rope under the cross bar. Thread the rope
down though the corresponding diagonal corner of the pallet.
Repeat process with other cross bar. Ensure all 4 lengths
of rope are the same between the pallet and the cross bar. Also
ensure the 2 lengths of rope above the crossbar are the same
length. Tie a double knot under the base of each pallet corner
so that the pallet hangs straight. Adjust these as necessary once
you have hung the pallet.
Take third length of rope and tie two lengths above crossbar
together. Throw the other end of this rope over a sturdy branch,
hoist pallet up and secure third rope firmly. Adjust as necessary.
Step 4: Cover your mattress and scatter cushions in a fabric of
your choice. I used a fabulous selection of cotton prints from
the Liberty range, available at The Fabric Store.
Step 5: Assemble your garden pallet bed and enjoy! g

The painted garden
Adding a few selected
painted items is a clever
way to add all-year-round
colour to your garden.
The smokey tone of
Resene Timekeeper in
Lumbersider adds a deep
shade of blue that
complements the various
greens of your garden
without ever being jarring.
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For more paint, colour ideas and inspiration,
visit your Resene ColorShop or resene.co.nz
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