advertising feature

Add coloured towels and accessories to a bland bathroom – these small rooms don’t take
much to liven up. Try to choose accessories that are not overly detailed, to keep such a small
space looking less cluttered.
In the dining room, a new table runner or centrepiece can rejuvenate the space quickly
and easily.

Cover and rejuvenate

Below top Mirrors can make a
small space seem much larger.
The walls are Resene Fiesta.
Below Consider using a striking colour
for one wall, such as Resene Sanguine
Brown, then choose appropriate
artwork to complement it.

If your sofa upholstery is looking tired but you can’t afford to invest in new furniture, consider
a slipcover. This is a great option for those with kids and pets as the cover or sheet can be
thrown into the wash. Similarly in the bedroom, the duvet is generally a key feature of the
room so a new one will make a big difference.
Consider repainting tired furniture. Generally, this can be done in a day with minimal paint.
Or if you want an antique look, try out some of the Resene Paint Effects techniques (see the
Resene website or pick up a brochure from a Resene ColorShop) for an aged effect or crackle
effect. If you need more furniture but can’t afford to buy new, buy second-hand from garage
sales or online, and then repaint them.
Contrasting wallpaper

Cleaning and painting the kitchen cabinetry doors and replacing the handles with something

designs in matching

more modern may be all you need to makeover your kitchen. Or remove a few doors and

colour combinations

turn the cupboards into display shelves, either with a neutral coloured background or splash

freshen up a room:

out with a bolder colour.

Endless Summer

DIY art

from the Vision Esprit

If your walls look a little barren but you can’t afford expensive artwork, create your own. You

Home collection.

can now buy pre-primed artist canvases at very reasonable prices. A series of canvases each
painted a different colour or colours with a bold geometric or splash pattern may be all you

inner change

need to jazz up a room.
Get your children involved. Paint a base colour onto the canvas to suit the room scheme
and then select some other colours for your child to work with. Family photos and artwork

If you can’t change the world outside,
why not change your walls on the inside?

can also be transferred onto canvas, by canvas art companies. These can be an ideal way to
create a striking work of art for the walls using favourite family keepsakes rather than hiding
them away in albums and drawers.

Resene
Sea Fog

Mirrors and lights
Mirrors can make a small space seem much larger. When hanging a mirror make sure
you place it so that it reflects a pleasant view – not a blank wall or a closet door. Also
ensure the mirror is at a height that won’t cut the heads off tall people, which is considered
bad feng shui!

Forget the negativity and gloom of the wider world. Do something

immediately around the front door, the entry sets the welcoming

positive in your home by giving your walls a fresh new look with

mood for you and your guests. Because it is generally small, make

affordable wallcoverings. This classic stripe and modern floral from

this one of the first spaces you tackle. It’s a smallish bite out of your

the Vision Esprit Home collection will add impact and interest for less

decorating budget, but gives a high impact result.

An interesting lamp or candle selection can add interest to a space, particularly if you select

than you think – and it will cheer you up with its bright and breezy

something bold or unique. They can become a talking point and late in the evening can

design. Wallpaper is definitely back in style, but now it’s quick and

Then once you’ve seen the positive impact it makes, head on to other

make a nice change from strong overhead light.

easy to install, and to replace.

rooms of the house and try fresh designs there too.

Whether you decide to clean, declutter, paint, light or cover, you can create a whole new

Decide to dress up one wall or more, perhaps starting with the

The Vision Esprit Home collection wallpaper designs and more are

look in a weekend without blowing the budget.

entrance to your house. Even if you have an open plan space

on view now at your Resene ColorShop or visit www.vision.co.nz.
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