
words: Melanie Cooper

Designing a holiday home on a beautiful wooded site near a river, for clients 
with a love of fi shing, watersports, and just being close to nature – sounds like 
a simple and straightforward project, doesn’t it? 

a river runs by
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Keeping things simple and straightforward was a key 

concept in the successful creation of this Turangi family 

fi shing lodge. John Durkin of ABRI Architecture designed 

the house for clients who often enjoy taking friends 

away with them on holiday, so there is plenty of room 

to accommodate two families, with two bedrooms for 

adults upstairs and bunk rooms downstairs for up to eight 

children. However, in the name of simplicity and focussing 

on shared relaxation, the open-plan living area occupies 

the bulk of the space inside the home. 

“The sleeping arrangements are very simple and 

utilitarian,” says John. “Bedrooms are just for sleeping in. 

The family spends most of its time inside the house in the 

living room, which is maximised completely.”

The living room comprises a conversational area, a 

generous and inviting wooden dining table, and a simple 

but well-equipped kitchen. Decks adjoining the space 

develop a sense of connection with the surrounding 

trees. This is reinforced by the lofty ceiling height in most 

of the immediate interior, although a boxed plywood 

ceiling above the kitchen gives this area a more contained 

sense of space. 

John Durkin says the connection between indoors and 

out also works in the other direction. 
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“As the decks fold down to ground, with the canopy of 

trees above, it almost feels like you are inside, even when 

you’re outside. The line between being in and out is a 

bit blurred by that, as if the trees are an extension of the 

structure of the house. They could almost be part of the 

walls, they defi ne the space.”

Maintaining that closed-in, surrounded-by-nature 

environment was such an important part of the project 

that no trees at all were removed from the site in the 

construction of the house. 

“The house has wonderful positioning amongst trees, and 

they are tall, beautiful, elegant trees,” John says. “There 

is something about being involved with a landscape like 

that, that you don’t need to do a lot to it. We felt we 

wanted to touch it as little as possible, not mess about 

with the trees and land, but snuggle in amongst them.”

Another aspect of the site that had to be carefully 

considered in planning the home was its proximity to the 

nearby river. Its fl ood plain extends through the site and 

the architect discovered that the water level, in the past, 

had reached as high as 300mm to 400mm above the 

ground level of the property. 

“So, we went 300mm to 400mm above that high-water 

level,” John explains. “Not long after, a lot of homes were 

alternative ideas for this 
interior on pages 54-57
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fl ooded in the area. There was no damage on this site, so 

the owners were pretty pleased.” 

On the exterior, that lift above ground level is apparent 

in the grey concrete-block base of the structure. Above 

this, the fi rst storey is fi nished with a white plaster system 

over a rigid backing. On the second storey, vertical 

plywood with a dark stain helps the upstairs recede into 

the surrounding trees. A steel roof and simple aluminium 

joinery highlight the focus on honest, simply fi nished 

materials and clean lines on the exterior. 

“The house is reasonably contemporary, but the overall 

forms are really very simple,” John says. “The design 

harks back to an early vernacular, almost like an original 

cottage, with a hint of contemporary modernism thrown 

in. The lines have been cleaned up and dealt with in a 

more modern way.”

Inside and out, the house shows a lack of pretension 

in favour of the basics, effectively executed. Interior 

materials include stained plywood on the walls and the 

kitchen cabinetry, polyurethaned concrete fl oors, and 

stainless steel benchtops and fi ttings. Interest is created 

by simple details, with features like the plywood’s shift 

in orientation, from vertical to horizontal, as the walls 

extend above the standard 2.4m ceiling. John says the 

shift adds texture and draws attention to the extra height, 
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Get the exterior look 
with Resene Waterborne 
Woodsman tinted to 
Resene Pitch Black and 
Resene Lumbersider 
tinted to Resene 
Alabaster.

on the following pages, 
fi nd two alternative 

style suggestions

Architect: John Durkin of 
Abri Architecture

Builder: Paul Riedel, 
Straight Up Construction

Cladding: Polygroove

Roofi ng: COLORSTEEL®

Bed linen: Thread

Wardrobe doors: 
Boston Wardrobes

Wooden venetians and 
drapes: Lake Furnishings

Cushions: Eon Design 

Flowers and accessories:
Vida Flore

Flooring: Concrete 
coloured by Peter Fell

while also creating a visual demarcation from the usual ceiling height to give 

the space a human scale.

“All the materials are very straightforward and simple,” John says. “We 

haven’t gone overboard on the detailing. We’ve tried to make sure the 

materials used in the house are taken for what they are. They don’t need to 

be cleverly fi nished.”

Simplicity in fi nish and detail combines with simplicity in form to create an 

incredibly relaxed atmosphere, in which the emphasis naturally falls on what 

is going on inside the room. This contrasts with the option of an imposing 

design driving the feeling and mood of the occupants. 

“Activities, furniture, art and people can be appreciated for what they are, 

rather than having to tie in with a complicated design philosophy,” John says. 

“People get hung up on style, when allowing a house to be simple and having 

it designed in a simple way actually allows you to impose your own lifestyle 

on the space.”

In the case of the owners of this home, that lifestyle is based around a genuine 

passion for the outdoors. Cutting through clutter and pretension has created 

a holiday home that allows them to feel laid-back and welcomed.

“What we were trying to do was to capture a relaxed feeling of place, so that 

when they went down there to spend some time fi shing or skiing, or on the 

lake, they didn’t feel that they had to work too hard to maintain the house. It 

would be like an old friend that they could just meet up with again.”

A friend that shares and understands your love of nature, and extends a warm 

and easy welcome – sounds just right for a holiday! 

Resene 
Barista

Resene 
Bullitt

Resene 
Alabaster

Resene 
Pitch Black

Resene 
Lynch

The world’s most comfortable iPod dock.

W
O

O
D

S
 C

R
E

A
T
IV

E

YOUR Health   YOUR Sleep  YOUR Design  YOUR World
renewed personalised expressed protected 

Like no other bed, PAUSE is a true sensory experience.

Optional accessories include a minimalist side lamps and 

additional storage. Yet perhaps the most exciting feature 

is the seamless integration of an iPod dock and Bose 

speaker system. At Design Mobel we mix a passion for design 

with the latest sleep research and comfort technologies. 

The result is a sleep system personalised to fi t your body, 

available in a range of styles. Experience PAUSE and your 

bodyfi t™ sleep system at your local Bedpost store (PAUSE 

is exclusive to Bedpost in NZ). For further information 

call our customer services line on 0800 337 446 or visit 

www.dm.co.nz (check out our new PAUSE animation!).

Get the interior look 
with Resene SpaceCote 
Low Sheen tinted to 
Resene Black Canvas 
and Resene Waterborne 
Colorwood tinted to 
Resene Rock Salt. 

Resene 
Rock Salt
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alternative solution

<

 Blues and greens relate back to a 
water theme on a budget of $7500.  
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Amanda Neill from Amanda Neill 
Design suggests this alternative scheme:

With its whitewashed walls, the room already has 

a very Scandinavian look, so I decided to play on this 

contemporary style. Bringing in water-inspired blues 

and greens will create a sophisticated feel that relates 

to sea or lake fishing, while providing a modern, clean 

impression. The existing sofa, coffee table and dining 

table are retained, but the wood is stained a dark 

wenge colour. Cushions in shades of blue have been 

added to complement the sofa’s deep blue-green fabric. 

The fireplace and surrounds are in Resene Ashanti, 

while the wooden shelving on both sides of the room 

is painted Resene Wan White from the Karen Walker 

range. Decorative items in blue glass add luminosity and 

reflection, and three crystal bowls containing tropical fish 

bring life and movement to the room. A heavily textured 

rug in blues and browns sits on the floor, and candles in 

aqua tones add ambience at night.

Resene Wan White

Resene Wild West

Resene  
Craigieburn

Resene Ashanti

<
Romo Simmini Merril  
upholstery fabric

Seneca Textiles

09 309 6411

Amanda Neill Designs, phone 09 445 1098,  
email info@amandaneilldesigns.co.nz 

John Dory, Moonfish, Trout

Werble Hill Crafts

www.aotearoa.co.nz/werblehill

<
misha lounge chair 

Furniture Werks

09 276 4194

sky-blue flat bottle vase 

Acland Holdings

09 603 6177

www.acland.co.nz

>
drop-handle basket

Acland Holdings

 touch me rug

Techloom Rug & Carpet Creations

09 524 4198

www.techloom.com
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alternative solution

<

 Create a masculine feel on a 
budget of $10,000.
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Helen May from MacLean  
Interior Vision proposes this 
alternative scheme:

Deep, comfortable couches and armchairs, covered in a 

herringbone-textured fabric, help give this design a relaxed, 

masculine feel with a classic, country edge. The fireplace is 

a great focal point around which to sit, chat and enjoy a 

glass of whisky after a day’s fishing. The chunky coffee 

table in dark oak complements this look, and the woven 

rawhide rug gives the feel of the forest floor underfoot.

The natural, earthy colour palette is accented by a splash 

of Resene Pohutukawa on the fireplace, which adds life 

to the room and gives it a convivial feel. In order to keep 

the focus firmly on the fireplace area, accessories are 

limited to a vase on the table, containing an autumn-

inspired arrangement of red leaves. The result is a cosy, 

masculine retreat. 

Resene Pohutukawa

Resene Stonehenge

Resene  
Ecru White

Resene Anemone Green

>
bidbury fabric in Aluminium

Unique Fabrics

Auckland 09 306 1580

Christchurch 03 377 5854

 

huntley armchair

Montreux Furniture

03 366 1109

www.montreux.co.nz

rug

Country Theme

09 522 2626

Helen May, MacLean Interior Vision, 
phone 03 443 4123,  
email sales@macleaninteriors.co.nz

karo kiri

oak coffee table

Davies Furniture

03 348 1386

www.daviesfurniture.co.nz 

Peter Collis bowls and orb

Eon Design Centre

09 368 4860

www.eon.co.nz

caruso couch 

Montreux Furniture
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