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2: Thanks to Resene Waterborne Sureseal, 
Sarah didn’t need to strip the existing 
varnish. 

1: The original cabinet, ready for a refresh.

3: After staining, the wood is sealed and 
protected with Resene Aquaclear satin. 
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Scan the QR code for step-by-step 
instructions, and for more project ideas 
visit www.habitatbyresene.co.nz/tips.

Scan me for  
how-to info

When Sarah Beedell’s grandfather 
passed away, there was one piece of 
furniture she couldn’t leave behind 

– a large glass-fronted cabinet that sat behind 
his favourite chair, filled with treasured 
glassware. “It felt wrong to see it end up in an 
op shop,” says Sarah. “I wanted to rescue it 
and give it new life in the form of a bedside 
coffee unit.”

With a contemporary vision in mind, Sarah 
began the upcycling journey - thankfully the 
piece came apart in two sections. She labelled 
the hardware and drawers as she took it apart 
for prep work. 

Sarah imagined it in a deep green paint 
colour and polished brass handles. Best of all, 
she discovered she didn’t need to do heavy 
sanding. “Resene have a great shortcut called 
Resene Waterborne Sureseal, which is designed 
to be applied to varnished surfaces so you don’t 

need to sand everything right back,” says Sarah. 
“I just smoothed out a few rough patches.” 
After taping up the glass, she painted it with 
Resene Lustacryl semi-gloss waterborne enamel 
in Resene Welcome. “A piece of hardwood was 
added and stained in Resene Colorwood Matai 
and sealed in clear Resene Aquaclear satin.

Now fully refreshed, the cabinet takes pride 
of place in her home. “I know that opa would 
be thrilled.” 

Above: This upcycled cabinet is painted in 
Resene Welcome, wooden topper in 
Resene Colorwood Matai and sealed in 
Resene Aquaclear satin, wall in Resene Half 
Black White, floor in Resene Colorwood 
Bask and biscuit tin and spoon holder in 
Resene Pearl Lusta.

A treasured cabinet gets a refurbish.

For a step-by-step guide on how to  
make this upcycled cabinet visit  
www.habitatbyresene.co.nz/tips/coffee-cabinet.

Find the Resene wood stain that best suits your project at your local Resene ColorShop or reseller 
or online at www.resene.com/woodsman (exterior) or www.resene.com/colorwood (interior).
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