
“Napier City Council came on board, Resene provided 
the materials and lots of local businesses wanted to be 
involved. It took a lot of organising, but a total of 29 
artists came from Europe, the US, Australia and New 
Zealand. It was an incredible line-up,” says Cinzah. 
Multi-faceted and immersive, the festival was jam-
packed with activities designed to give the full ocean 
and cultural experience, including panel discussions, 
mural walks, exhibitions, a film festival, marae visits, 
artist talks, live art demonstrations and waka adventures.

“Not only did Sea Walls enliven the streetscape 
visually,” says Cinzah, “it changed the way people 
interacted and navigated their way through the city. It 
generated a sense of pride and ownership among the 
local businesses. The initiative focused on the issues by 
giving oceans a voice. It became a catalyst for 
environmental change within the communities where 
the murals are created.” Cinzah also says a number of 
schools picked up on the messages and are using the 
murals as a basis for environmental projects.

The festival has run for three years now and is 
continuing to grow. Cinzah says, “None of this would 
have happened without the generous support of local 
sponsors, Resene paints for providing all the paint for 
the murals, our amazing volunteers and the incredible 
support from the locals of Hawke's Bay and Tairawhiti.”

Cinzah says he’s looking to do something a bit 
different next time. “I like the concept of a travelling 
event with a smaller more intimate line-up of artists, 
something that can have a wider impact across many 
small towns in New Zealand, to help spread and 
promote awareness.” 

For more, see www.pangeaseed.foundation/sea-walls.

Colourful, large-scale street murals are putting 
the spotlight on the life in our oceans.

Above: Cinzah 
Merkens created  
Sea Walls: Artists 
for Oceans – an 
annual festival 
where large-scale 
murals are painted 
by a host of 
international artists 
in Resene paints to 
bring attention to 
the environmental  
issues impacting  
our oceans.

Above top: Rebecca 
Ter Borg and Nigel 
Roberts created this 
mural in Gisborne  
in 2018.

Sea Walls: Artists for Oceans is a ground-breaking 
project organised by Cinzah Merkens of the 
PangeaSeed Foundation. As an organisation 

that embraces the concept of marrying art with 
activism, PangeaSeed is using Resene paints to create 
eye-catching murals to help raise awareness around a 
host of swelling marine environmental issues like 
pollution, plastic use, climate change and over-fishing.

With Pangea meaning ‘entire earth’ and seed 
evoking an image of growth and regeneration, the 
organisation was established to educate locals about 
safe diving practices and set ground rules on how 
marine species should be treated.

An artist living in Napier, Cinzah has a long history 
of art administration and curating exhibitions. During 
his extensive travels throughout Asia, he developed 
connections with an international community of artists 
who shared his concerns about the decline of our 
oceans and the growing number of endangered marine 
species. In 2014, along with 15 other artists, Cinzah 
took part in PangeaSeed’s sea wall mural painting 
festival off the coast of Mexico which focused on whale 
sharks and manta rays, one of the major spots these 
creatures come to breed. 

 “I was privileged to be invited for that experience,” 
he says. That’s where I formed a bond with the 
organisation founder Tre Packard. We started 
brainstorming about whether it was viable to bring 
PangeaSeed to New Zealand. The concept was to take 
it to the bigger cities, but I ended up in the beautiful 
coastal area of Napier with its impressive wall spaces.” 

Cinzah was excited to discover that the Napier 
community “was 100% supportive” when he began to 
set up the first Sea Walls: Artists for Oceans festival. 

“It’s pretty obvious, we’re keen
on black. We looked at lots of
magazines for inspiration and
we were always drawn to the
darker colours.”

Beautiful in black
Ben and Tess Annabell found their 2.5 acres of paradise in 
Taranaki back in 2008. The location was ideal; Hawera had 
great schools, a vibrant community, lots of nearby family 
and friends, excellent hunting and fishing, plus the added 
attraction of a beach only a salt spray away.

On site was a 1914 villa, which they would have loved to 
renovate but unfortunately it was well past its use by date. 
So, it was a case of starting from scratch.

The timber from the original villa didn’t go to waste. 
The kitchen and bathroom benchtops are all made from 
Rimu salvaged from the old home and the library shelving 
is using the old Matai floorboards.

From the Ebony ColorSteel® on the roof, to the Resene 
Pitch Black stain on the verandas, the black oxide on the 
driveway to the Black Marley Stratus Design Series® spouting 
and downpipes, the colour black is very prominent. It has the 
visual effect of making the house sit down in the landscape. 
It blends in rather than shouts out. 

Ben runs Evergreen Plumbing and he’s been using Marley 
product for many years. He chose the Stratus Design Series®

in the Typhoon® profile for a number of reasons. Its smooth 
profile, 15-year guarantee, UV resistance, and suitability for 
the collection of drinking water were all factors to consider, 
but the number one reason is that it’s made from tough uPVC 
and won’t rust with all the salt spray.

The same benefits apply to the matching black 
Marley RP80® downpipes.

So, from both a practical and design viewpoint the Black 
Stratus Design Series® was ideally suited to the location and 
added a very stylish finishing touch to the home.

Ben and Tess are suitably in love with their new home and 
we agree it’s truly beautiful in black!

See the video at marley.co.nz/gallery/beautiful-in-black
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