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D I Y  S A F E T Y
 DIY DO’S
3 Keep safety in mind before you do any 

DIY activity, use caution, care, and good 
judgment – if in doubt, don’t!

3 Read the labels on cans containing paints, 
solvents, and other products; AND always 
follow the guidelines and any other 
warnings. If in doubt request safety data 
sheets from the supplier.

3 Read the manufacturer’s instructions 
(especially the warnings) before using any 
tool, especially power tools with cutting 
blades/bits.

3 Pay deliberate attention to how a tool works; 
if you understand its operation, you are less 
likely to cause injury.

3 Know and accept the limitations of your 
tools – use the appropriate tool for the task. 
Do not try to use a tool for anything it is not 
designed to do.

3 Remove the key from any drill chuck (hand 
or stand mounted) after you have removed/
fitted a drill bit. Do not leave the key in the 
chuck even when the drill is switched off. 

3 Wear the appropriate protection for the job 
in hand. 

3 Keep your body (especially hands) away 
from the business ends of power tools using 
blades, cutters, and bits.

3 Make sure that any tool adjustment is 
secured before using the tool. 

3 Be sure that the electrical supply is safe 
before using it; do not overload any circuit.

3 Make sure all power tools, extension  
cables and electrical outlets are serviceable 
and undamaged. 

3 Do not use power tools in wet conditions. 
Always use a Residual Current Device (RCD).

3 Check for possible cables/pipework before 
drilling or cutting ‘blind’ into any wall or 
other surface. Take care when you cannot 
see the reverse side of what you are drilling 
or cutting.

3 Use special care when using a saw bench; 
older benches may not have the latest safest 
features (blade guard, safety cut-out etc.). 

3 Clamp small work pieces firmly to a bench or 
work surface when using a power tool  
on them. 

3 Remember that things can go wrong very 
quickly and the body’s reaction will not 
always be quick enough.

3 Use both hands where a tool is designed to 
be used two handed.

3 Ensure that your work area is adequately lit.
3 Check your local building regulations 

before carrying out any new construction or 
remodeling.

3 Plan your project thoroughly. Draw plans and 
measure accurately.

3 Check the security and rating of a ladder or 
set of steps before you start to climb. 

3 Ask for help from experienced people or 
handy family and friends.

3 Ensure that you have the right tools, 
equipment and know-how.

 DIY DONT’S
7 Don’t attempt a project that you know is  

too big for you – or requires expertise.
7 Don’t turn down advice from those in  

the know.
7 Take risks or use tools that you are 

unfamiliar with.
7 Cut corners to save time and money.
7 Underestimate the value of preparation.
7 Use inferior materials.
7 Overestimate your abilities if you are new  

to the world of DIY.
7 Never wear loose clothing, hanging hair or 

jewellery when using power tools. 
7 Never try to use a tool (especially a power 

tool) for any task it was not designed to do. 
7 Never work with power tools when you are 

under the influence of alcohol or drugs or 
are tired. 

7 Never use a power tool which is damaged 
in any way (case, switch or cable etc.). If it 
starts to make an odd noise or emit smells – 
stop and investigate. 

7 Never cut small, loose pieces of wood, metal 
or other material using a power tool – small 
off-cuts which you cannot hold or secure will 
tend to fly off with potential for injury. 

7 Never change a drill bit, router cutter or saw 
blade or make any adjustment to a ‘cutting’ 
power tool – until the power cable has been 
unplugged. Do not rely only upon the switch 
on the tool or outlet. 

7 Never use power tools if you are at risk  
of overbalancing.

7 Never work with blunt tools (saws, drill bits, 
cutters etc.). Sharpen the tools yourself, have 
them sharpened, or throw them away and 
use a new tool. 

7 Never drill or cut ‘blind’ into a surface before 
checking the possible location of electrical 
cables or pipework. 

7 Never saw a large work piece unless it is 
well supported both sides of the cut or there 
is someone else to support the off-cut. 

7 Never carry sharp tools in your pocket. If 
you want to carry such tools, use a special-
purpose tool belt. 

7 Never relay on your weight to stabilise  
a ladder or mobile steps, if necessary  
get someone to stand at the bottom or  
use stabilisers. 

7 Never overreach when working on a ladder 
or steps, always re-position the ladder/steps. 
Never lean out so far that your belt buckle 
goes outside the stiles of the ladder.   
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Inexperienced or existing home owners 
need to approach their improvement 
projects with confidence. 

Seek professional help
All major (and some minor) renovations 
have rules and regulations, and if you don’t 
follow them, they can have serious and costly 
repercussions. A common misconception is that 
seeking professional advice is expensive – don’t 
go broke saving money! There are many experts 
who charge little or nothing for invaluable advice.

Before you start on any upgrading projects, 
we suggest that you obtain a full maintenance 
inspection from an accredited building surveyor 
(such as Realsure). You must establish whether 
your home has any urgent or pressing matters 
that need attention before you spend all your 
available capital in the wrong places.

Planning is key 
Before you decide on a renovation plan you need 
to consider how long you intend to stay in the 
property. If it is a 2 – 3 year project (do up and 
move on) your plans may differ from those you 
make if you have found your dream home, and 
intend to stay there for the next 10 years or more. 

Some homeowners rush into major 
renovations without too much forward planning, 
and usually the result is they overspend in one 
area and end up with a semi-completed home.

You need to ask yourself some basic  
lifestyle questions:
> What areas in the home need the  

most attention?; 
> Do you entertain a lot? (Increasing the size  

of a deck, developing an open plan kitchen  
or converting a bedroom to a separate  
dining could be useful) ;

> If there are children – what are their needs? 
(Security, open play areas, playrooms etc.) ;

> Do you have a lifestyle which involves 
spending a lot of time away from your home? 
(Security and low maintenance improvements 
could be a priority) ;

> Do vehicles play a large part in your lives? 
(If one partner has a collection of valuable 
vehicles and the other desperately wants a 
kitchen makeover – how can you factor in 
both requirements?) ;

> Do you have plans to upgrade your furniture? 
(Maybe a fresh coat of paint for some pieces 
and new throw covers for old couches could 
be an interim measure. Badly maintained 
furnishings will look particularly untidy in a 
freshly decorated room) ;

> If you intend to carry out a major renovation 
when do you plan to complete the work?; 

> Is the noise from passing traffic a problem? 
(Building a garden mound and planting 
hedging or shrubs on top of the mound may 
be a cheaper and more instant solution than 
building an expensive boundary fence).

When you are new to your home make sure you 
don’t undertake too much too soon. It is wise 
to live in a home for at least six months before 
undertaking any major changes – take a bit of 
time to familiarise yourself with the layout, flow 
and seasonal influences. 

Scale and Proportion
Scale and proportion are important individual 
elements that go hand in hand. 

Continuity and flow between areas (similar 
colours, floor coverings, light fittings etc.) make 
a home appear larger, but if individual elements 
are not in scale with the size of a room, the 
whole effect will be lost.
> Scale is the size of a piece in relationship to 

the overall room; 
> Proportion is the relationship between the 

size of pieces in a room. 

All items, including furniture, wallpaper and 
window treatments should be scaled to the size 
of the room and proportional to the other items 
in the room. 

For example, some wallpapers with large 
bold prints can dominate a small room, but may 
work well in a large room. You should consider 
the size of a room and the effect you want to 
create when choosing wallpaper. 

Window treatments and windows should 
also be scaled and proportioned to the room. 
A large picture window decorated with heavy 
layered drapes can overpower a small 3m x 3m 
room. Conversely, one small window with café 
curtains will be lost in a 6m x 5m room. 

Everyone has their own ideas on style and 
design. There is no absolute right or wrong 
answers – some decorating choices work in 
spite of themselves, but if you walk into a room 
and your first impression is “Whoa – this is far 
too overpowering” you’re probably right! 

Safe, Sound and Secure
Good design and well-considered renovations 
will add value to your property and to your 
lifestyle. Planning and implementing changes 
that incorporate sensible safety and security 
measures will enhance the return on the 
investment, in time and money that you will 
receive from your property upgrades.

Investment in sensible design and safety 
decisions is essential in today’s environment. 
Many sectors of the community are affected 
from financial and personal stress brought 
on not only by economics, but also our aging 
population and a lack of basic DIY skills.

It is all very well to focus on adding value  
to your property from an aesthetic point of  
view, but sometimes pleasing to the eye is not 
always practical.

Property owners who incorporate a holistic 
approach to ensure they have a safe, sound and 
secure home will benefit not only themselves 
but also the future residents of the property. 
Approached sensibly and correctly the value you 
can add to a property using this approach will 
be worth more than any other investment you 
may have contemplated in the past.

It is important that you follow these 
basic principles as part of your renovation or 
improvement plans. Think of the long-term 
implications of the decisions you make today 
– are they going to suit the needs of you or 
your family in ten or twenty years time? Even 
if you are not making improvements to suit 
your current situation, research your potential 
market, and ensure that the improvements you 
make are suitable for the needs of the widest 
range of potential buyers.   
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