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Sarah Shanahan was so nervous 
about painting the front door of her 
renovated former courthouse home 
in pink that she almost wanted to do 
it in the middle of the night. But the 
response from the townspeople of Fairlie 
to the eye-catching shade has been 
overwhelmingly positive, she says, with 
plenty of compliments. She and husband 
Matthew, who moved from Australia 18 
months ago, chose Resene Paper Doll to 
add “a bit of fun to an otherwise serious 
building,” Sarah explains, adding she 
has injected pink into the interiors too. 
“It was also a nod to when it was once 
painted pink after ceasing to be an 
offi  cial courthouse in the 
1970s. I love fi nding 
out all I can about 
this building’s 
history and, well, 
pink just seemed a 
happy welcoming 
colour!”
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