
Clear finishes are used on interior timber to protect the 
timber against wear and tear and make it easier to clean. 

which gloss level should I choose?
•  Gloss - Gloss finishes make a surface appear cleaner 

and brighter but because they are highly reflective, 
they can highlight imperfections. They are easy to 
clean and are ideal for heavy wear areas such as 
doors, joinery and flooring. Try Resene Qristal Poly-
Gloss or Resene Aquaclear gloss. 

•  Semi-gloss - A semi-gloss has a slightly reflective 
appearance but is more forgiving of imperfections 
than a gloss clear finish. It is ideal for walls and 
woodwork which receive a lot of wear and tear. Try 
Resene Aquaclear semi-gloss.

• Satin/low sheen - Satin and low sheen finishes 
are popular for walls and ceilings. Their lower 
sheen diffuses light and helps to conceal surface 
imperfections. Colours underneath satin/low sheen 
clear finishes appear muddied and darker than 
when overcoated with a glossier finish. Try Resene 
Aquaclear satin or Resene Qristal Clear Poly-Satin.

•  Flat/matte - Matte finishes diffuse the light and 
impart a very natural look to the surface but are not 
as durable as high gloss finishes. They are usually 
best used on walls and ceilings. Try Resene Aquaclear 
Natural or Resene Qristal Poly-Flat.

Left: In this VisionWest community housing project by SGA Architects, 
poplar timber is protected with waterborne Resene Aquaclear. 

Resene 
Eighth Spanish White

Resene 
Red Berryclearcrystal
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interior

If you have used Resene Colorwood, the clear 
finish you choose will change how the colour 
looks. A clear gloss urethane, such as Resene 
Aquaclear, will make the colour appear more 
vibrant than a clear flat polyurethane, such as 
Resene Aquaclear Natural. 

waterborne or solventborne
For interior projects we recommend using 
waterborne products wherever possible as they 
are lower odour and easier to clean up with 
water. Solventborne products tend to yellow as 
they age which can suit some timbers.

Right: Timber details like plywood walls and glulam 
beams help divide this open plan area into three distinct 
zone – lounge, dining and kitchen – through the use 
of partial walls. Walls in Resene Longitude, ceiling in 
Resene Eighth Spanish White and timber wall and beam 
sealed in Resene Aquaclear. Design by Don Jamieson 
and Joshua Dubbeld.

Below left: One stylish space saving idea is to 
transform timber storage into a feature wall. This 
project by Pac Studio features under the stairs timber 
storage protected with Resene Aquaclear and walls in 
Resene Wan White.

Below right: While the outside of the Red House by 
Crosson Architects is in dazzling Resene Red Berry, indoors 
the palette is more neutral with interior plywood walls 
finished in clear Resene Aquaclear and timber flooring 
finished in Resene Qristal Clear HD Poly-Satin.

top tip
Resene Qristal  

Poly-Flat has a wax like 
finish and can be a 
good alternative to 

waxing.

Resene 
Colorwood 
Whitewash

Resene 
Longitude

Resene 
Colorwood 
Natural

Resene 
Wan White
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most home decorators choose:
•  Waterborne Resene Aquaclear for walls, ceilings, 

furniture, doors and trim. This waterborne varnish 
has fewer VOCs than solventborne products. 
It will appear milky in the can but dries to a 
clear finish. This non-yellowing formula is more 
suited to white (or pale) timbers such as pine, 
macrocarpa and oak as well as composite boards, 
MDF and particle and strand board.

 

•  Waterborne Resene Qristal ClearFloor 1K for 
flooring. It’s lower odour and has fewer VOCs 
than traditional solventborne flooring finishes.

•  Solventborne Resene Qristal Clear polyurethane 
for good all-round durability and furniture, joinery 
and panelling in wet areas. It gives a yellow tone 
to timber and is best suited to timbers with a 
yellow, orange or red undertone – such as cedar, 
rimu, kauri, eucalyptus and jarrah. 

Above: The plywood walls and ceilings 
of the Studio 19 Bach in Onemana, 
Coromandel are sealed in Resene 
Aquaclear Satin. Design and build by 
Strachan Group Architects (SGA), built 
in partnership with Unitec students and 
John ‘Cocksy’ Cocks.

Resene 
Half Merino

Resene 
Quarter Merino

Resene 
Allports

Resene 
Spindle

Opposite left: This renovated 
cottage designed by William 
Giesen combines reclaimed 
heritage timber with new 
ply and bold Resene colour 
to create a contemporary 
look. The ma-tai flooring has 
been sealed in Resene Qristal 
ClearFloor 1K and recycled 
timber architraves have been 
sealed with Resene Qristal 
Clear, while the plywood 
built-in cabinetry has been 
finished in Resene Colorwood 
Whitewash. Cabinets in 
Resene Allports, adjacent 
walls in Resene Half Merino 
and ceiling in Resene  
Quarter Merino.

Resene 
Colorwood 
Whitewash
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safety tip
Rags or papers soaked with oil-based paints or varnishes can 
catch fire through spontaneous combustion. After use allow 
them to dry out and air flat in open areas away from combustible 
materials rather than crumpled up. Or immerse rags etc. in water 
and then put them in a sealed container. Not all products are 
prone to spontaneous combustion but it pays to be cautious.

Resene 
Coral

Resene 
Twine

tips for using interior 
clear finishes
• Sand new timber to remove any surface 

imperfections. As Resene Colorwood 
is transparent any residual marks or 
blemishes on the surface will be apparent 
in the finished job. Remember to always 
sand with the grain of the timber.

• Pay special attention to creating a dust 
free area. A thorough dust and vacuum 
will help greatly. Be careful not to use 
old brushes or rollers with dried out 
paint embedded in the bristles. 

• As a final surface preparation step wipe 
down bare timber or old varnish with a 
tack-rag. 

• Stir the clear gently with a broad knife 
or clean stirrer. Avoid shaking clear 
finishes as this may entrain air.

• Satin or matt finish clear coatings 
contain flatting pigments and the 
contents are more likely to settle, stir 
regularly during the application period.

• Use smooth even brushstrokes. 
• For ma-tai or to-tara timber the anti-

oxidants in the timber may prevent 
Resene Qristal products from drying. 
Seal with Resene Aquaclear.

• Old varnishes will be very difficult to get 
adhesion to. Very thorough sanding is 
required. 
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