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A state house is given a pop of 
colour, and then some 

COLOUR HOME AWARDS

FINALIST N° 3



Main bedroom.

Entranceway.

COLOUR HOME  
AWARDS 2023

guiding you into the heart of the home”. 
The choice to use such a bold blue in 

the entrance was an obvious one. “The 
dark, but warm and vibrant tone creates  
a sense of contraction,” Kareen says. It  
also makes the rooms painted in light 
Resene Quarter Iron feel larger by a trick of 
the eye. 

Perhaps the most show-stopping 
moment belongs to Kareen’s hand-painted 
mural in the living room, a swirling, 
intoxicating dreamscape. “While almost  
all the rest of the interior is in Resene 
Quarter Iron, the wall surrounding the 
fireplace has been painted in a joyful, 
abstract manner incorporating all the 
colours in the house,” Kareen says.  
The eye-catching wall features Resene 
Cinnamon and Resene Glorious. 

The main bedroom is a “cosy cave” 
painted in Resene Jambalaya, layering 
brown tones in the room on top of the 
statement native timber floorboards, yet 
kept crisp and modern with a white trim 
and ceiling. Kareen’s daughter’s bedroom 
was approached with a similar mentality, 
but using Resene Half Raven as the 
dominating colour instead. “It’s a lovely 
neutral so all her bright images and toys 
can pop against it.” 

In their sunny garden, a granny flat used 
as an Airbnb serves up a treat, with the 
bedroom decorated in Resene Glorious,  
a sorbet shade that looks good enough to 
eat. “This has been a satisfying project as 
we transformed a grotty old flat, room by 
room, into a home full of surprising colours 
that we love to live in,” Kareen says. 

HOW TO ENTER
Email photos and a 200-word or more description 
of your space to yhg@aremedia.co.nz with  
your last name and ‘Resene Colour Home’ in the 
subject line. Please include your name, home 
address, email address, daytime phone number, 
the names of the Resene colours used, and 
details of when your space was painted. Please 
credit anyone who assisted you in choosing  
your colours.

The six finalists will each appear in Your Home 
and Garden. Every finalist will receive a $250 
Resene voucher and a feature in the magazine, 
with the winner taking out the Resene Colour 
Home Awards and $5000 cash. An extended 
story on the winning home will feature in the  
May 2023 issue.

TERMS & CONDITIONS Instructions on how to enter are 
part of the conditions of entry. This competition is open to 
New Zealand residents, except employees of Are Media, 
Resene and their immediate families and agencies. The five 
finalists and overall winner will be notified by telephone 
and/or email. All entries are eligible for consideration for the 
Resene website. Any non-finalists selected for the Resene 
website will receive a free gift from Resene.

•	 Clever interior colours

•	 Inventive paint projects

•	 Exciting exterior paint.

WHAT WE ARE 
LOOKING FOR: 

K
areen Durbin is smitten with 
her “simple, stereotypical 
state house” in New 
Plymouth, she can’t deny it. 
“We love the blank canvas 
this humble home has 

offered us as we experiment with colour 
theory at scale via Resene paints,” she says. 

After entering the front door, guests  
are submerged into a world of violet, with 
the walls and ceiling drenched in Resene 
Deep Koamaru. Kareen describes it as an 
“immersive colour experience”, with the 
white living space in Resene Quarter Iron 
acting as “the light at the end of this tunnel 

RESENE
Rulebreaker

More Resene  
colours to try:

RESENE
Tropical

RESENE
Yogi

Homeowner Kareen 
Durbin used the pretty 
watermelon tones of 
Resene Glorious in  
the bedroom of her 
granny flat.

Get your entry in by  
26 January 2023 

and you could be our 
fourth finalist


