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W
hen inspiration can’t be found at 
home, and international influences 
are exhausted, there’s only one 
other place to look. 

An ever mysterious and dense 
source of speculation, the galaxy provides 
designers with enough imaginative push and 
colour combinations to produce spectacular 
garments that look other-worldly but drive 
commercial success on earth. 

Zuhair Murad began his career in 1999, 
debuting a collection inspired entirely from his 
time stargazing as a child. Revisiting his original 
creative spark, the latest couture offering is an 
updated look at how space continues to influence 
his work.

“I like the idea of travelling through the heavens. It’s 
something you only see at night,” said Murad. With 
heavy influence on crystals and embellishment, 
Murad takes the majority of his inspiration from 
the sparkling stars seen only at night, with the 
pièce de résistance wedding gown weighing in 
at 20 kilos made up of 10,000 crystal stars and 
sequins individually applied by 20 seamstresses. 
According to Murad, the gown, similar in colour to 
Resene Quarter Thorndon Cream is best suited for 
some of his big name clients including Beyonce, 
Katy Perry and Taylor Swift.

Saturated in pinks and blues throughout, the 
Armani Privé couture collection was a showcase 
of punk motifs against a feminine colour 
palette. The result was incredibly galactic, with 
the Swarovski crystals sparking like stars and 
colours similar to Resene Elvis and Resene 
Studio wrapping around each other like the Milky 
Way on the catwalk. Whilst it might not appear 
at first glance, this year’s Chanel couture offering 
harnesses subtle space style elements, from 

the dramatic styling of its models to the deeply 
futuristic footwear choices. 

There’s no escaping the classic Chanel suit, 
but this year the sparkle in the tweed and the 
deep red wool running through the weave pay 
homage to some key galactic elements. The 
deep phosphorous colour seen in space is 
mimicked in this two piece classic skirt suit, 
similar in colour to Resene Red Oxide, woven 
together with a synthetic yarn that sparkles as it 
hits the light, evoking visions of the stars much 
like that of Armani’s collection.

Alongside the usual floral prints featured 
throughout its various collections over the years, 
Valentino paired up with British textile designer 
Celia Birtwell to conceptualise a range of 
interstellar print ideas for the pre-fall collection.

Also responsible for its iconic floral prints in the 
70’s, Birtwell put together a selection of designs 
that transported the collection beyond this earth, 
featuring colours similar to Resene Boston Blue 
and Resene Saffron. Designers Maria Grazia 
Chiuri and Pierpaolo Piccioli commented on 
the peace and love comments made about 
the collection, saying they were completely 
intentional and that they believe in a fantastic 
future, which might explain the space imagery 
that dominated the later half of the range.

Faith Connexion walks the line between 
womenswear and menswear, with a heavy 
androgynous eye for design running 
throughout its collections. The difference 
between its menswear and womenswear 
ranges is so slight that Paris buyers are 
picking from either rack regardless of 
customer gender. Whilst it might not 
be intentional, the white spray paint 
print against the harsh black fabric, 
mixed with the red in a similar colour to 
Resene Red Ochre replicates some of 
the abstract depictions of space, and 
the almost uniform cuts of the clothing 
leave a distinct image of a galactic warrior 
in mind. 
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