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The look is contemporary, 
conventional luxury 
updated with modern 
touches. Think Downtown 
Los Angeles art-inspired 
decor, and don’t be 
afraid of mixing striking 
colours and unique 
design elements.  

A base of luxurious furniture 
in is the perfect starting 
point for discovering an 
artful, modern aesthetic.  

Upholstery in velvet with vibrant 
hues is a main concept in the look, 
and often has a traditional shape, 
such as a deep buttoned armchair.  

The conservative shape 
combined with a  vibrant, 
attention-grabbing colour, such 
as Resene Niagara, makes the 
look bold and on-trend.  Bright 
splashes of colour against a 
backdrop of monochrome tiles 
and cool white paint similar to 
Resene Saltpan are the perfect 
neutral backdrop to more striking 
design aspects.  

Side tables, coffee tables and 
occasional tables are all areas in 
which you can have a little fun, 
choosing modern, sculptural 
pieces which mix elements of 
the traditional and unexpected.  

Marble, stone and gold accents, 
similar to Resene Apache, add 
to the luxurious aesthetic, while 
simple black or white finishes 
are good go-to pieces if you need 
something simple to complement 
the bold accents.  

However, don’t go wild; if you 
have eye-catching occasional 
tables, select a more subtle coffee 
table with a clean aesthetic, 
which will balance your room.  
Remember to keep pieces 
functional and comfortable, so 
guests are not scared to sit back 
and put down their drink.  A 
richly coloured velvet couch is 
perfect for a main sitting area, and 
a stack of art books on the coffee 
table invites guests to sit and relax.  

The key to achieving this look is 
balance, allowing pops of colour, 
but not allowing them to be the 
sole focal point.  Layering should 
be subtle and intuitive, hang a 

few photographic prints up on a 
wall, or perch objet d’art on the 
mantelpiece or coffee table, but 
avoid clutter.  

The interior should seem 
thoughtful and artistic, but not 
meticulous.  Finishes should be 
glossy and smooth, throw in some 
texture with sheepskin cushions, in 
subtle shades like Resene Greige.

If you have a spacious lounge 
area, consider having a bar.  A 
fully stocked bar with a retro, 
glamorous feel will impress guests.  
Keep guests happy by serving up 
classic cocktails, in the appropriate 
glassware, to keep with the 
contemporary elegance.  If you’re 
operating in an urban location, 
opening up the bar for non-
guests can stimulate a lively buzz 
which will add to your business’ 
word-of-mouth marketing and 
atmosphere.  

Extend the feeling of luxury into 

every aspect of your decor; it’s 
the little things which can let you 
down.  Beautiful gold cutlery, close 
to Resene Essential Cream, is the 
cherry on top of the cake, and will 
make guests feel even more special 
during their stay.  Unexpected 
unique touches add flair to 
your interiors, such as a marble 
toothbrush holder or soap dish.  

An eye-catching 
aesthetic can 
make more 
difference 
than just 
impressing 
guests, in 
the age where 
everyone is on 
Instagram, a unique 
interior can gain online 
attention, stimulate 
bookings, and make 
your business a 
hot destination. l
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