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Go green and construct this handy lean-to glasshouse from recycled window  
frames with a made-to-measure bench constructed from an old wooden  

pallet – perfect for overwintering frost tender plants.

WORDS & PHOTOS MARK RAYNOR

For more on paints  
and stains phone  

0800 RESENE  
(0800 737 363) or visit 

your Resene ColorShop 
or www.resene.co.nz

TO GET THE LOOK:
Mark painted the  

background stucco wall  
with Resene AquaShield  

tinted to Resene Pipi.

lean-to glasshouse 
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STEP ONE
Remove the old hinges from the side 
windows and roof window.

STEP TWO
Measure, mark and cut the 50mm  
x 50mm timber to the lengths listed. 
Smooth rough edges with sandpaper.

STEP THREE
Measure, mark and cut the tongue  
and groove landscaping timber to  

YOU WILL NEED
•  30mm exterior screws
•  65mm exterior screws
•  100mm exterior screws
•  2 x wooden windows 

measuring 610mm x 1355mm 
(front doors)

•  2 x wooden windows 
measuring 610mm x 1385mm 
(side walls)

•  1x wooden window measuring 
720mmx 1360mm (roof)

•  50mm x 50mm treated timber 
cut to the following lengths:
– 4 x 900mm (bench legs)
– 4 x 1570mm (corner 
supports)
– 1 x 1220mm (top back 
support)
– 1 x 1310mm (top front 
support)
– 2 x 650mm (top side 
supports)

•  Tongue and groove 
landscaping timber cut to the 
following lengths:
– 2 x 1220mm (front and back 
of base)
– 2 x 610mm (base sides)

•  150mm x 50mm treated timber 
(approximately 800mm)

•  Brass latch with screws
•  Clean cloth
•  Drill with 3mm drill bit
•  Wooden pallet (approximately 

1120mm wide)
•  Paintbrush
•  Pencil
•  Resene Lustacryl tinted to 

Resene Paddock
•  Resene Quick Dry
•  Resene Waterborne 

Woodsman tinted to Resene 
Grey Green

•  Sandpaper
•  Saw
•  Screwdrivers
•  Straight edge
•  Tape measure

1. 2.

3. 4.

the lengths listed. Smooth rough  
edges with sandpaper.

STEP FOUR
Attach two 1570mm corner supports,  
a 610mm side base and 650mm top  
side support to one of the 610mm  
x 1385mm windows, as shown. Fix  
with 65mm screws, drilling pilot holes 
first. Repeat with the second 610mm  
x 1385mm window to form the side  
walls of the glasshouse.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
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9. 10.

7.

8.

5. 6.

STEP FIVE
From the 150mm x 50mm timber, 
measure, mark and cut two sloping 
pieces, as shown, with the base of each 
measuring 700mm. Smooth any rough 
edges with sandpaper.

STEP SIX
Fix these pieces to the tops of each of 
the side walls, as shown, using 100mm, 
65mm and 30mm screws, drilling pilot 
holes first.

STEP SEVEN
Fit the two 1220mm front and  
back base sections into position,  
as shown, using 100mm screws.  
Again, drill pilot holes first.

STEP EIGHT
Fix the 1310mm top front  
support and the 1220mm top 
 back support into position using 
100mm screws, drilling pilot  
holes first. 

STEP NINE
Fix the 720mmx 1360mm window to the 
top of the structure using 65mm screws, 
drilling pilot holes first.

STEP TEN
Hang the doors in position using the 
existing hinges and fix with 30mm 
screws. Lightly sand any previously 
painted areas to ‘key’ the surface and 
then wipe off any sanding residue  
with a clean cloth.
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11.

12.

13. 14.

15. 16.

STEP ELEVEN
Apply one coat of Resene Quick Dry to 
any areas of bare wood and allow to dry.

STEP TWELVE
Apply two coats of Resene Lustacryl 
tinted to Resene Paddock to the 
glasshouse, allowing two hours  
for each coat to dry.

STEP THIRTEEN
Fix the brass latch to the doors, as shown.

STEP FOURTEEN
Measure, mark and cut the pallet  
into a section measuring 510mm  
x 1120mm. Smooth any rough  
edges with sandpaper.

STEP FIFTEEN
Using 100mm screws, fix the four 
remaining 900mm lengths of timber  
to the front and back of the section  
of pallet to form the legs of the bench. 
Drill pilot holes first.

STEP SIXTEEN
Apply two coats of Resene  
Waterborne Woodsman tinted  
to Resene Grey Green to the  
bench, allowing two hours for  
each coat to dry. Place the bench 
inside the glasshouse.


